250.   SPEECH AT RECEPTION1
PARIS, December 5S 1931
I do not at all regret having attended the Round Table Conference. I should have been ashamed of having gone there if I had compromised by an iota India's demand. I am thankful that God gave me the strength to speak the right word at the right moment, and I am not ashamed of anything that I have said or done there. I am returning home much stronger and wiser. For I know now the people we have to contend against. I know that we have to go through still more suffering to vindicate our position.
Toung India, 31-12-1931
251.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING2
PARIS, December 5, 1931
We had started a battle and in its midst signed a truce for negotiations which were not successful. But nothing is lost now because I have ascertained the character and tactics of those with whom we have to fight so that in future we shall make no mistakes. In battles,, misfortunes are normal and so we must continue with greater zest and determination and must face suffering for the freedom of our country. To those of you who are living in Paris and in other parts of Europe, my plea is that you strive always to present to the world all that is best in India and her cause. Strive always to draw the attention of the world to the real nature
1 Extracted from Mahadev Desai's "Letter from Europe".   The reception was organized by the Indians residing in Paris. Desai says the speech was made in Hindi,
2 The meeting, organized by the local intellectuals, was held in the afternoon and was attended by about 2,000 persons.   Entry was by tickets    The full text of the speech is not available    What follows was   addressed  to  the Indians in the audience.   The questions put to Gandhiji at  the  end of the meeting were mostly from Frenchmen.
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